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September 10, 2010

Name of Business
Address

City, Zip, State

Dear __________ (name of business owner or contact),
I would like to invite you to participate in the Rainier Plateau Junior Rugby teams second annual Dinner and Auction.  For the second year in a row, our club will be hosting a pre-season dinner and auction to benefit the rugby team and we need your help to make it a success.

The Highlanders are a rugby club (a not-for-profit organization) for boy’s ages 14-19 based in the Bonney Lake, Washington, area.  There are no school boundaries or address restrictions as to who can be part of the club. Our rugby club is the only club in the east pierce county area and plays matches against clubs from all over the state of Washington.

The club is entering its fourth season, and over the seasons, we have had over 100 different young people participate and play for one of our teams. The club has very strong links to its local community and to the area high schools, and our coaches are alumni players from colleges, local, and international teams.  There are, however, many expenses connected with running the club and we rely solely on annual dues, our own fundraising events and the support of local businesses.  In youth rugby there are NO tryouts and NO cuts, and we give all players an equal opportunity, regardless of their ability to pay dues.  Rugby has made a positive impact in the lives of numerous players on our team, and it’s our hope to continue spreading the opportunity to the youth in our area.  Even after graduating there are more opportunities to play into adulthood. This fall we have six former players who will be playing college rugby throughout the country.
Here’s how you can help:

1. Please consider contributing an item to the silent auction.  The item can be donated by you, your employer, or both.  Some items that have sold well at past auctions include:  trips, accommodations, gift baskets, wine, and sports items.  I have enclosed a donation form for you to complete. If it is more convenient arrangements can be made to pick up auction donations. As our Club has a Non-Profit 501(c)(3) classification, upon request, we can provide receipts that can be used for tax deductions.
2. Please mark your calendar now and plan to attend the auction on November 5th at the Buckley Eagle’s hall on Highway 410.  Tickets ($25) can be obtained by contacting Head Coach Andy Ramsay at (253) 330-6816 or a.s.ramsay@comcast.net.  We encourage you to bring a friend or colleague and your checkbook.

3. Purchase and reserve an Auction & Dinner table (seats eight) for $200 that your employees or selected guests can enjoy. 

Thank you in advance for your support of this important event - together we can make a difference!

Sincerely,

(Sender)
